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On January 10, 1951, Confidential Informant _ 
C-516 advised that BENEDICT WOLF contacted JOSEPH FORER, 
local attorney, regarding the allot moat of time for motions 
in the trials of the individuals cited for contempt by HCUA. 
WOLF advised that tentatively the three hours would be taken 
up as follows: WOLF would be first and will argue. the right 
of the court to go- beyond the face of the indictments and 
take judicial notice of records. He will also discuss the 
question of privilege (not including the fact that privilege 
was not challenged); FORER would take the next half hour and 
discuss the lack of direction to answer, the failure to 
state an offense and the Bill of Particulars flowing from 
that* SCRIBNER would follow and dxscuss the multiplicity of 
counts and the Grand Jury problem. The other lawyers, DAVID 
REIN, HARRY LAMBERTON, ABE UNGER, SCHINER & FRIEDMAN (Ph) , . 
who will appear for STEVE NELSON, will follow .to argue the**- 
own cases, All motions* are scheduled for January 19 > 1951 

This information is being furnished for the in- 
formation of the Bureau and no action is being taken by the 
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UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES " 




December 8* 1950 




Reference- is made to my recent msaa£fiB^iaffl concerning the 



_ .. . mj , 

-possible disclosure of our informant ! „L in 
"connection with the current hearings by the House vomaivtee on 
Un-American Activities.- ' It will be .recalled that' YQU contacted 

Mr. Tavenner . and informed him confidentially .of | :.. 

Bureau- relationship. ' .' " r ■'■ 

v. .- In the testimony* of .Mrs.- Gladys Thomas oh December 5, 
1950, before the Committee*' the nam ft nf ' ann t.ft ft t* Bia r flau, inf prman -1 

was mentioned. This individual is | |- 

who is presently not active, in the Communist Party. She was, 



however, a Very valuable informant and' has been used in numerous. .. 
Bureau cases. Twelve -of these cases were, recently enumerated 
for the Criminal Division in a memorandum dated November 16*. •; 
1950, pointing out her present -availability, as a witness* ;' 
3fo reply has been received from the . Criminal Division.. - ■ ;\* 

Mrs . .Thoma s on December 1950, stated in her testimony, 
that I I is an individual likely to be in possession of 

■Communist- Party records* Our -informant "was, known to Mrs.- Thomas 
-under the informants maiden nam©.* . ' • 

V ' It bas now", been con fidentially lea rned that the -Committee : 
has. prepared a subpoena for r~~ "I and- since she is being 

Its 



considered as a pos s ibl e withes S in mmy Bureau* case s and is still 
extremely valuable to , this "Bureau due . t.o her informant activity,.- 
it is requested .that .you contact the. Committee as soon as: - 
.* possible and consideration be given ~to not calling, hex* to. . 

- . . _ , - , . • .'„ A j — i. a i. : -i js .1, - x, „4-4-'„^' A -P ■ 



. tes tif y . ... As in . the ; case of 



it would be . better if 



she- were not served with a'subpoena, but . if it is necessary ; 
for her to receive a- subpoena, it would be appreciated if you 
u mii ri ^-m^r-aHFi. nr>n n a representative , of the Committee the value' 

of I ' ' '' 

at this time. 
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1 CNDl.. PREVIOUS COMMUNI CATIONS FROM"' THIS 



blB 



OFFICE HAVE REFERRED TO THE HEARINGS TO BE HELD DN. INSTANT DATE 
BY THE ; HCUA RE COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES. IN. LpCAL lh» AFL, , INFORMATION 
• HAS NOW BEEN RECEIVED TH AT IN'. TESTIMONY GIVEN' BY GLADYS THOMAS ON 
DECEMBER $, I?£0, SHE HAD ; GIVEN ' THE NAME OF 



AS A.PERSON 




LIKELY TO . BE/ IN POSSESSION OP CP RECORDS » . , IT , IS NOT KNOWN WHAT 

action ieUA Plans with : regards. .tp this information * :• the-informant 

HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED ' THAT- IN * CASE OF A SUBPOENA BY ANYONE, io ACCEPT •! 



THE SUBPOENA WITHOUT COMMENT AND THEN, IMMEDIATELY CONTACT THIS 

. ' *- .. ' ' ■ . - : .. .... •• •. • .'- : 

- OFFICE. FOR. BUREAU'S INFORMATION. ' • '.v. :V; .,' ' ■ : 
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Ben Handel of the House 
^ c *l£i**££ju called. He had^aT^Tong talk wi 
wTw estimated there were probably 200,000/ 
Party members in the South, and probably 
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and 200,000 Party members throughout the country; that 
with the McCarran Act and other legislation developing there 
is a likelihood that there will be a paucity of witnesses ; 
that former Communists are reluctant to talk and must be , ' 
developed. Crouch feels a group of individuals like himself- 
could in a very short period of "time contact former members 
of the Party, condition them to reveal their past experiences, 
and gradually build up a pool of available witnesses, as well 
as a tremendous fund of information which may not have been 
tapped, and in doing this steps could be taken to help former 
Communists get jobs* He thought this might be something we 
would like to give consideration to. 

I told him we would think about it but that it 
appeared to me that the principles of common decency and 
good citizenship required an individual who had made a mistake 
to himself take the initiative to right his wrongs* Mandel 
stated he had talked to Senator Carl Mundt who was going to 
take steps to endeavor to interest the National Manufacturers 
Association in giving former Communists jobs 
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5ri *jr!**s*y| Nichols, 



To submit the attached 
the.Jfouse Commit te^_pn Un-American ZictTvi^ies for filling 
in the captioned file for future reference purposes.^ 



DETAILS: 




j?acft j/ear tfte House Committee on Un-American Activities 
submits an annual report to the House of Representatives wherein 
its principal accomplishments during the previous year are set 
forth. The 1950 Annual Report is attached. 

In additi on : to briefly setting forth the results of 
its various investigati ons and open hearings which the Committee 
conducted during the year of 1950, the House Committee set forth 
other accomplishments such as: recommended that 56 persons be 
cited for contempt of Congress; distributed thousands' of copies 
of pamphlets on various phases of Communism. More than 300,000 -/ 
pieces of valuably new material were class if i ed 3 indexed and 
added to the Committee r s' collection. According to the report, 
the Committee nowhas more than ome-half million card references 
to serve^as an index to source material on file. 75,000 cards K 
were o^bd in 1950. Accredited representatives of Government 
ageqggfres made 3,600 visits to the files section of the Committee. 
AG&vrding- to the report, the Committee maintains 4,000 individual 
^dffiles on leaders of the Communist' Party , front organisations and 
^jP Fascist groups. Members of Congress during 1950 made some such 
2,600 requests for information concerning 5,167 individuals and 
1,917 organisations. 

The Internal Security Section has reviewed the p m ertinent 
portions of this annual report dealing with the expose of the 
Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania, Activities in the CinA^- 
cinnati Area, Communist y P arty of Hawaii, Hearings Regarding 
Communism in the District of Columbia, the National Lawyers 
Guild, National Committee to Defeat the Mundt Bi' r L, and the 
Communist "Peace Petition" Campaign. Much of the' information 
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on these subjects has been printed in separate pamphlets which 
have been previously reviewed and filed. None of the infor mation 
in this report concerning these meetings is new at this time. 

ACTION : 

It is suggested that this Annual Report be routed to 
the Espionage and Loyalty Sections for a review of the various 
matters of interest to these Sections . 

It is then recommended that this Annual Report be 
filed with this memorandum for possible future reference 
purposes • 
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January 2, 1951. — Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the. 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 



Mr. Wood, from the Committee on Un-American Activities, submitted 

the following 

REPORT 

[Pursuant to Public Law 601, 79th Cong.] 

Facts Behind Committee Investigations 

The Committee on Un-American Activities, during the Eighty-first 
Congress,took testimony from more witnesses and issued more reports 
than during any pther Congress in the history of the Special Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities or the permanent committee created 
under the Legislative Reorganization Act of August 2, 1946. This , 
accomplishment, which is verifiable through the public records of the 
committee, does not, however, demonstrate the detail and volume of 
work in which the committee engaged. 

The case of William Walter^Remington, who is presently on trial 
in New York under an indictment -for perjury in denying before a 
Federal grand jury that he had ever been a member of the Communist 
Party, was a case that the Committee on Un-American Activities re- 
opened at the start of the Eighty-first Congress.. It was resumed after 
a clearance of Remington by the President's Loyalty Review Board 
and a conclusion of hearings by a Senate committee. At the time the 
Remington case was reopened, no investigative agency of the executive 
or legislative branch of the Government had in its files any information 
which would establish Remington's membership in the Communist 
Party. There was available the testimony of Elizabeth -T^Bentley 
to the effect that Remington had acted as a Soviet espionage inform- 
ant and that Remington was a member of the Communist Party. 
However, the testimony of Bentley was uncorroborated by any other 
witness or documentary evidence. 

1 
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Convinced that the testimony of Bentley. was 'true and that 
Remington was a member of the Communist Party, not only during 
the tune of his association with Bentley but even during the days of 
his employment by the Tennessee Valley Authority, the co mmit tee 
conducted a full investigation of Remington's past activities. Inves- 
tigators were dispatched to Knoxville, Tehn., where, an exhaustive 
investigation was made concerning Remington's employment by the 
TVA^ The identity of many members of the white-collar branch of 
the Communist Party among TVA employees in Knoxville and 
JN orris. was ascertained. Knowledge of Remington's participation 
and association with these individuals was acquired. It was also 
determined that Remington was closely associated with the successful 
efforts of a left-wing union to oust a right-wing union as the bargaining 
a f eut . , for employees. However, nothing definite in the way 

of evidence was revealed as to Remington's Communist Party mem- 
bership. The investigators returned to Washington, D. C, and 
reviewed the files of the right-wing union which had formerly acted 
as bargaining agent for the TVA employees. These voluminous files 
indicated that Remington was a member of tins union and, during 
his membership therein, received union literature at a post-office 
£ X - m j-^ 110 ^ 16 - With this, lead and other minor information 
obtained from the union files, the investigators again returned to 
Knoxville, Tenn. A search of /postal records relating to the post- 
office box from which Willfeia^emington received union literature 
disclosed the names of four individuals. The records of the Committee 
? n ■Un-American Activities indicated that at least three of these 
individuals were known members of the Communist Party. At the 
same time, the identity of a one-time organizer for the Communist 
Party in Knoxville was learned. Realizing that it was unlikely that 
members of the Communist Party would permit a non-Communist 
to share s post-office box, an all-out search by the committee's inves- 
tigative staff was instituted to locate the persons identified in the 
postal records, and the former Communist Party organizer. All 
these persons, except the organizer, had been employees of the TVA, 
and it was necessary to determine from TVA records ' where each 
employee was born, where he was educated, where he worked prior 
to TVA and his employment following TVA, and the reasons for 
his resignation from that agency. . 

^j-^^™ 1 was traced i 11 * 0 tlie Army and it was learned that he 
had died as' a result of an illness. * Another individual , was traced 
ttoough his employment in several States until he was finally located 
in JNew York. An investigation of this person disclosed that he was 
an organizer for the Communist Party in Knoxville, Tenn., during the 
time of Remington's employment; that his present wife had been 
employed by the TVA; that she was also a member of the Communist: 
rarty; and that prior to her present marriage she was* married to 
another. Communist Paxty organizer* . These individuals were brought 
before the committee; -at which time they refused, on the grounds of- 
self-incrimination, to answer all questions propounded to them with' 
respect to the* activities of the Communist Party in Knoxville, Tenn. 
The man questioned occupied a room with William Walter Remington 
during the period of Remington's residence in Knoxville. 

To locate the former organizer and first husband of the woman 
referred to above, the committee traced his activities from Tennessee 
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is deemed to be application of the United P^^ftJjkJj^ 
connection with this international body. As a result of the^estiga- 
tion and bearings held by the committee, Dohvet's contract^ mth .the 
United Nationl has not been renewed, and it ib Je 
understanding that he was removed from editorship of the Umted 
Nations World. Dolivet is presently in Pans and is excludable tor 
admission to the United States under the provisions of the Wood- 
McCarran Communist Control Act. 

~~— j^gSiPMENT op Atomic Mate riai, to .the SovibtJJoton ^ 

In December 1949 George Ba^ /j o r dan,- a former major in the 
Unvted States Air Force, testified with respect to the laxity of con- 
trols over shipments to'the Soviet Union proceeding through the 
Great Falls Mont:, Air Base, under the lend-lease program. Jordan 
SedXt ^Soviets shipped out of ^. ^ *£*J -Jg?" 
lease aircraft, documents which, contained formation of a ^gniy 
secret nature; information pertaining to United StatM ^ense Jgo 
dnftinn- and cauacitv and information relative to United, btates 
relations with KgYgovernments, as well as information regarding 

^An^stig^on following the testimony ^.^^J^ 
developed that the Unitedltates, through actions of foe .office of the 
Foreign Economics- A<lministration, had licensed foi ^export to the 
Soviet Union materials vital to the production oi the o ^om bomb 
The Soviet Union received on one occasion a shipment oi 200 pounas 
of umrium nitrate. On another occasion, the Soviet Union received a 
shipmSf^S pounds of uranium oxide and 1,000 pounds ,of mamum 
nitrate The Soviet Union also received two shipments of heavy water 
of 1 000 Jan^ and 100 grams, respectively, and 25 pounds oiuramum 
metal Ctigation further disclosed that the Soviet Umon was 
pStteo" without regard to censorship or customs-inspectaon ^egula- 
tk>nS to send out of the United States blueprints of the General 
ElSric olant at Lvnn, Mais.; diagrams of an electrically operated 
Sf^SSM^Xferoton, Com?., Shipbuddmg Works; diagrams 
of L A-20 typJinUitary aircraft; and other ^^f^%^ 
rl&£4 the^dustrial strength ^}^^*&&%*$5^ 

Vicioifkravchenko, a f^er^&loyee^^ 
CornmissW, testified on MaJch 7 1950, Wevery So^^omat, 
wTiethef Hete Malik in the United Nations, Panyushkin in Washing- 
ton or their eotieagues in Paris or London, has gone through extensive 
Saw along thelines of espionage and that espionage is one of the 
SSl dftfes connected with Soviet official diplomatic work He 
fSef stated that every Soviet representative-diplomatic, military, 

respXto a shipment of so-called diplomatic > mail winch the com- 
mittee's investigation disclosed had passed J^j^SSJStaSSto 
Februarv 1944, which had been accompanied by Semen^asuenKO. 
SavXkc ? 4tified that when l VmSIbAo was ' g^mg rea^o fly 
to the SosdetUmon, he (Kravchenko), Vasilenko andan ^Jidual 
bv the namTot^vih packed six large bags which Vasilenko tooK 
with ffinfat diplomatic mail. Kravchenko testified he knew that 
Se sixbags contained special information concerning metallurgical 
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research, and other developments vital to the military. Vasilenko, 
today, is head of the production of metal pipes and took in the Soviet 
Union. Kravchenko further testified that he knew of two Russian 
Navy captains who had been sent to the United States to obtain, 
which they did, technological processes and details on the develop- 
ment of submarines. . 

WILLIAM ITTir^INGTON 

William W. Remington,, Commerce Department economist, was 
suspended by that Department in August 1948 as a. result of charges 
brought against him by Elizabeth T. Bentley before the Senate 
Investigations Subcommittee on Expenditures in the Executive 
Departments in = July of that year. The Loyalty Review Board 
ordered him reinstated -on February 10, 1949, on grounds that "the 
evidence do.es not establish reasonable grounds for belief that William 
W. Remington is disloyal." On April 26, 1950, Hon:. John S. Wood, 
chairman of the Committee on Un-American Activities, announced 
thak.the committee had unearthed additional evidence and asked Mr: 
Seth W. Richardson, chairman of the Loyalty Review Board,, to 
reopen the^ case. Hearings on the Remington case were held before 
the Committee on Un-American. Activities in April, May, and June 
of * this- year /with the following /witnesses: Kenneth™[cConnell, 
Merwin Scotrafodd, Howard iUte^Qridgman, WilhaB3j$ Remington, 
EKzabethJ^gentley, Horac^^ran, William meele^inckley, and 
Margaret CDHmcHey. 7 \ A 

Kenneth McConnell admitted under oath his membership in the 
Co mmuni st Party, in the Knoxville, Chapel Hill, Chattanooga, and 
Norfolk areas from 1935 into 1939, in which he served as an organizer. 
Mr. McConnell identified Mr. Remington as a member of the Com- 
munist Party of Knoxville, Tenn., during the afore-mentioned period 
and listed the names of other members as well. 

Merwin Scott Todd refused to admit membership in the Com- 
munist Party of Tennessee, on grounds of self-incrimination. " He gave 
the same answer when asked whether he had roomed with William 
W. Remington in Knoxville and whether he had known the latter as 
a member of the Communist Party. Despite Todd's denials, Mr. 
McConnell, resuming his testimony, insisted/that M^./Todd had intro- 
duced -him. to Remington. Mrs. ElizaB^K^instoBOfedd, an associ- 
ate director of the Colunibia Broadcasting^Co., reftfeed to testify oh 
the same grounds when asked the same questions as her husband. 

Howard Allen Bridgman admitted membership in the Communist 
Party from December 1938 to September 1939, having been a member 
of its Knoxville branch during that period while he was employed as a 
file clerk with the Tennessee Valley Authority. Among" others, he 
identified.William Walter Remington as an active member of Ids party 
branch. 

William W. Remington was examined by the committee on May 4, 
1950. He detailed his employment with the Government, whichin- 
cluded the Tennessee Valley Authority, National Resources Planning 
Board, Office o£ Price Administration, War Production Board, United 
States.. Navy, Office of War. Mobilization and Reconversion, Council 
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of Economic Advisers, and the Office of International Trade in the 
Department of Commerce. , . ,. ■ a„„^ 

Under oath. Mr. Remington admitted association with the Ameri- 
can Student Union while ft Dartmouth College. This organization 
has been cTed as subversive by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities in 1939, 1940, 1942, and 1944. Remington denied having 
bee™ fSeSwS of the ioung'Communist League or &0»ri 
Party at any time. He admitted rooming with MerwinOTodd, 
identified as a Communist Party member hypreyious witnesses, and 
KSI with Henri-Hart and Horw^ryan both of whom 
Sirittejli^^ ^er oath b ^f or e Jhe com- 

imtfeeT-He ■ admitted having had dealings with. Howard AUen 
Bridgman, Elizabeth Todd, Bemardfadrah Munel^pe^e, Jgd_ 
-^Xan, 'Mabe^-bercrombie, John M^rantz, Kenneth}(Gameron 
^and^ctXSn. He acknowledg^ having met. a 'nig» of 
Communists/U the homej^his , mother-m-law, Ehzabet^oos, 



among them being Josep#&>rth, editoroftibeji^^asses. Though 
S3, he testififd heWmet 3SS^S^T^^^V«g^ 
testimonv as supervisor of the underground group within tne Uom : 

S^fbeb^ J i?ap^etically associated" with the Workers Affiance, 
wS wa? S citefas subversive by the Attorney General on December 
4 1947 He was a member of the Knoxvffie Workers Education 
Conuffittee which was operated by members of the Consist .Party 
listed above. After denying that he had re ^^Viwostatic 
office box of this organization, he was confronted with a photostatic 
cwv of a uffioh maffing list showing that he had ; Post-office records 
showed SA box was used jointly by other identified member > of 
Se 'Communist Party. Confronted with the testimony of previous 
witnesses regarding his membership m the Commumst Party, Mr. 
"Remington reiterated his absolute denial. 

SStive of the' information to which Mr. Remington had access 
is S? admission that he knew of the Manhattan project as early J* 
1944, because of certain "overriding priorities" with which he dealt 
He also affirmed knowledge of other important ?™nties£^e d for 
manv military uses." Describing his duties with the Orders ana 
■ Regulations BWau of the War Production Board in 1943, he declared: 
I was general assistant to the Director of the Bureau. In that capacity^ was 
Dartl^refoonsfbie, largely. responsible, I should say, for the supervision of the staff 
Lonomfsts The natare of our work' was to circulate proposed orders and ref- 
lations to the interested agencies,- to review their comments, to decide wnai 
changes would be necessary before approval of a proposed order or. regula- 
tion * * f. • i - -tu 
In describing Joseph North's continuing interest in his work watn 
the War Production Board, Mr. Remington sought to have the com- 
mittee believe that Mr. North" had been prunarily concerned with 
"whether or not the adniinistration m Washington was making -a 
sincere and determined effort to produce war materiel. Tins 
concern extended even to detafied knowledge of Board personnel He 
further sought to persuade the committee that Mr Golos was, intro- 
duced to him as a writer interested in the "facts about the organization 
of the war production program" and the personalities connected with 
it According to the committee's information, the Russian-born Mr. 
Solos was wholly unequipped to serve as an ! American writer and has 
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never mitten anything of any -public coBseanence ^g^^r- 
Golos in turn-, Remington declared, introduced nun to Helea^etoson, 
dteto Elizabeth T^entley, saymg that he r^ffie Ltd 
T chattered with her about this kind of problem.". It should be noted 
hSthS flSabeth T Bentley ?o«^no Pori^fteBjj^ 
business nor had any recognition in the literary field, lnese tacts 
couS hU e'asuV been dete^ined by Bemington, ^J^^J 
mquiries in. this direction. Renungton admitted to ^at least Ma 
dozen meetings with her, never, however, m his office and always 
aSeSdlT'Sl in character » /He did not recall fPecfficaUy men- 
tioning to bis superiors his meetings with Elizabeth /T • B^tley , ahas 
HekrT Johnson. He did, however, recall her interest m airpkme 
Prod5ction?but he did not consider this improper. H|. dascussed with 
her "the policies of the War Production Board regarding the control 

° f Askef wnether he had furnished Miss Bentley with aircraft figures 
mcludmg "little formulas and figures on scraps of paper ^because they 
wSeSer to put in his pocket," as Miss ^}%J™A^$^_ . 
arlmtttpd his Use of "rough notes for my own information. Me aa- 
SeShtVwwifh a f ornmla d ^OT^^f 
rubber and gasoline, although the War Production Board never 

ii ttS^SS^3^&>^ Worker is the -disp-able 
mentor and OTide for Communists everywhere. Mr. Renungton dis- 
S tS ? EBe^tley (Johnson) hadVssed her personal copy of 
the Dailv Worker" to him. He confessed to giving her money in 
19^ W1943 Xgedly for "refugees from Hitler,'; f ollowmg an appeal 
from. J^cob Golos He indicated that his donations had been given 
tofte 55ht 2£ Sascist Refugee Committee whose officer. £*™>* 
convicted for contempt of Congress and which has been cited as sub- 

^sM^^ 

North as "a lookout man for Russian intelligence, Mr - J Jg- 
Her description of the functions of Golos who had been her superior 
in the Soviet intelligence apparatus, are highly significant. 

Mr. Golos- was head of one of the branches of Russian intelligence, and was my 
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country * * *. So Mr. Golos checked and rechecked every dossier before 
even considering a^person for espionage work. 

Miss Bentley recalled that Golos had made the following report to 
her on Retnington when he turned the contact over to her: 

He has been in the party quite some years, and I have checked him and he is 
O. K He was referred to me by Joe North, and he is O. K. In addition to 
that, he is a highly respectable person. 

Misa'Eentley then testified that she had had rendezvous with Rem- 
ington at least 10 or 20 times "on park benches, in drug stores, at 
street corners * * * in front of the Mellon Art Gallery" and 
similar places. She collected party dues from him for which he was 
furnished a receipt. 

William Wheeler Hinckley, former chairman of the American 
Youth Congress, and employed from time to time by the Eailroad 
Retirement Board as an economist, the Treasury Department, and 
the American Red Cross, was identified by Miss Bentley as a contact 
of Remington. While admitting his associations with such Com- 
munist fronts as the American Leaguq Against War and Fascism, the 
American League for Peace and Democracy, and the American Youth 
Congress, he refused to affirm or deny connections with Miss Bentley, 
Mr. Remington, "or the Communist Party, on grounds of self-incrimi r 
nation. He did this despite the fact that he had previously signed an 
affidavit under the Maryland Ober law denying membership in any 
subversive organization. Mrs. Margaret C. Hinckley took the same, 
position.. • - * . 

The case of William W. Remington was reopened by a Jbederai 
grand jury on May 10, 1950,^ and on June 8 he was indicted for per- 
jury in denying his Co mmunis t Party membership. His case is still 
pending in the courts. He resigned from the Commerce Department 
on June 9, 1950. 

m SOLOMON ADLER 

SolomSlr^Adler has been employed by the. Government as follows: 
February '26, 1936, to November 30, 1936, associate economist, 
National Research Project, WPA; December 7, 1936, to October 1, 
1942, economic analyst, Treasury Department, Division of Monetary^ 
Research; October 1, 1942^ to February 29, 1944, American repr.e= 
sentatite, Chinese Stabilization Board, on payroll of the Chinese 
Government; March 1, 1944, to February 7, 1949, Treasury Depart- 
ment representative; February 7, 1949, to October 5, 1949, on leave 
from Treasury Department without pay; October 5, 1949, tq May - 
U, 1950, Office of International Finance, Treasury Department. 
He had been previously cited by Miss Elizabeth T. Bentley as a 
member of an underground group of the Communist Party, kuown as 
the Silyermaster group. He appeared 4 before the committee A on 
April 25, , 1950.. Following the investigation by the committee and 
his appearance, Mr. Adler resigned his position with the Treasury* 
Department. 

Mr. Adler admitted that he had first been introduced foi^a^osition 
at the Peoples Junior College of Chicago, through Harold/[Glasser, 
cited by Miss Bentley as a member of the so-called Perlcr group of 
the Communist Party. *He resided for some time with the Glassers. 

Letters in the files of the Works Progress Administration disclose 
that Mr. Adler was' offered a position with the National Research 



.juLci.jLjr-.^agdoff, Charle&L—. , . , _ 

tWheelev} and EdwardSFr/fitzgerald. . v 
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Project by £rvSg^®apian, who, , according to committee testimony, 
had also placed Whittaker Chambers on the same payroll. Kaplan 
had been identified by Miss Bentley as associated with both under- 
ground Communist groups. . 

Through Harry Dexter .White, assistant secretary of the Treasury, 
and a contact of the Silvermaster group, Adler filed an application. • f 
with, and was subsequently employed by, the Treasury Department. g 
Mr. Adler admitted associations with othe^m embers of the und er^ <| 
ground Communi^gmup^ including NaJfej^regofY^vermaster, fa 
.Wublmn^wtg^muann./Vhgimus Frs^E^e, Abtbh^Di-fiefirgQ. | 
--^vermah, Wilham SenMSylor, VictoWerlo SoIom^^chiMky, 
/ / Harry-^ agdoff, ChaHes^ramer, JohnjAfiitr^at.hM^tt, Donald 



SSMAN 

According to the testimony of Whittaker Chambers in August 1948, 
Lee Pressman had been a member of the Ware-Abt-Witt group of the 
Communist Party operating within the Government. Appearing on „ 
August 20 of that year, Mr. Pressman refused to affiraa or deny ins 
membership in the Communist Party under first, fifth, and sixth 
amendments to the Constitution, claiming further that the mquny 
was without the jurisdiction of the committee and that the committee 
was unlawfully constituted. He appeared before the- committee • 
again on August 28, 1950, in response to a subpena subsequent to Ms: 
resignation from the Communist-dominated Aa 16110 ^ Labor i'arty. 

At his last appearance before the committee he admitted having, 
been a member of the Communist Party in 1934 and 1935. Although- 
he declared that he was prepared to "answer any and- all questions 
regarding his activities; the committee was not impressed with_any $ 
notable desire on his part to reveal the inner workings of the Com- 
munist conspiracy in which he had played a prominent part, although 
he did denounce the Communist'. Party and its forces in the labor 
movements as "supporters* and, apologists for an aggressive war. 
He denied any knowledge of the, "polMgMbehefs or affiliations of. 
Alger Hiss." While mentioning HaroTuTWare, since deceased, as a. 
fellow Communist, Mr. Pressman objected strenuously when asked to 
name others. He permitted the names of John Abt and Nathan Witt, 
to pass unchallenged as members of the group and added the name ol j 
Charles Kramer; which was information already in the hands of the if 
committee. He also mentioned the name of-JWPetera, who has since ? 
been deported. He asked the committee to 'believe that the function | 
of this group was merely to read Communist literature and discuss lfc « 
He denied that the party had given him any instructions. He | 
warned that there were many actions of the Committee on Un- J] 
American Activities with which "segments of the population disagree. | 
At one point he said that the fact that an orgamzation. had been cited 
as subversive by the committee "would , not, terribly unpress me. j 
He admitted that he had not cooperated to any substantial extent 
in divulging information to the FBI. He admitted meeting, with 
"leaders of the Communist Party" while employed as general counsel, 
of the CIO and after his declared break with the party. Although 
serving as general counsel of the CIO for a number of years, he had « 
never informed the organization of his Communist affiliation. As ; 
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late as 1948 he' testified that hie legally represented the following 
Communist-dominated unions: Fur Workers Union; Mine, Mill and 
Smelter Workers ; Food and Tobacco Workers ; United Public Workers. 
He was a law partner of Nathan Witt from February 1948 until 
November 1949. He met John Abt as late as 1948 and 1949. 

Mr. Pressman admitted knowing, at least "socially," a number of 
persons who have been linked to the Communist Party, particularly 
its underground apparatus and some of its top-flight leaders including: 
• ' Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, Loifistr-Bransten (noy— -Berman), 
Richaxd^Bransten, Henry^oJUns, Victor Perlo; Donald-Hiss, George 
.Silverman, Harry-Bridges, RoyTSudson, EugeSS^enais, Sim^Ger- 
soh, Harolds-Gammer, J. Peters, and Carol^eiss^Eing. He asked 
the committee to believe that he met with leaders of the Communist 
Party subsequent to his break but accepted no "directions or in- 
structions from these represent atives," stating that by 1948 he Jiad 
not yet ideologically broken with the Communist Party. 

In 1936 the Communist Party was active in promotmg *£d to the 
Spanish Loyalists. Mr. Pressman remembered that Whittaker 
Chambers introduced him to an individual engaged in purchasing 
war materials for the Spanish Loyalists, and that he cooperated in 
furthering this highly confidential mission. m 

The witness acknowledged 'his affiliations with the followmg Com- 
munist-front organizations; Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern 
Policy (until 1950) ; International Juridical Association (1931 to 1932) ; 
Civil Rights Congress (1949) ; Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action: Washington Book Shop; Win-the-Peace Conference (1946); 
Film Audiences for Democracy (1939) ; Lawyers Committee on Ameri- 
can Relations with Spain; National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties. He stated that he had severed his relations with all these 
organizations. v . L _ ... 

Pressman was entrusted with legal work by the Amtorg^ Trading 
Corp., the Soviet trade representative in this country, during 1950, 
according to his own avowal. In the same year he represented the 
estates of persons with heirs in Russia, in the settlement of which the 
Soviet Government is deeply interested. These cases had been 
brought to him by a representative of the Soviet Embassy, Mr. 
Novikov, who also consulted him as to the choice of an attorney for 
Valentine Gubitchev, a Russian engineer with the United. Nations, 
arrested with Judith Coplon, on espionage charges. 

ABKAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN 

Abraham George Silverman was another of those identified by Miss 
Elizabeth T. Bentley and Whittaker Chambers as a member of an 
underground group of the Communist Party. When he testified on 
August 12, 1948, Silverman refused to admit knowing other members 
of this group or to affirm or deny membership in the Communist 
Party on grounds of seK-incrimination and possible prosecution by a 
Federal grand jury which was meeting at that time. In view of the 
fact that the jury had been dismissed, the committee desired to give 
Mr. Silverman an opportunity to answer accusations made against 
him and to cooperate with the committee. At a hearing held on 
August 31, 1950, he refused, however, to do so, basing his refusal 
upon the grounds that to do so might tend to incriminate him. lfiis 
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applied to his dealings with Nathata^Grfegory ySilver^ast%r >s W'illiam 
Lucjo^ A<Uei^3h^^ B^Gregg, 

RtfHj^egg^S^^ J^m^KapIan, WiiliamTB^EaylOr/ 

David ; ^ George Shaw^Wheeler, AllaS^R^senberg, 

Nojfflaa^BuraJter, Frank Cbe^Veet^Bassie, Harry Magdoff, and Lee 
Presginan^ all mentioned at one pomt or another in connection with 
investigations rejgarding Communist activity within the United States. 
/He did admit access to security information of vital importance. 
In the office, of the assistant to the Chief of the Air Staff, Mat&riel and/ 
Services of- the United States Air Force from March 1942 to August ' 
1945, he supervised the execution of production schedules not or&ym 
connection with airplanes, but "all other materiel that went into the 
fighting of the war so far as, the Air Force was concerned." " 

It, seems that Mr. Silverman was. loaned to the, Treasury Depart- 
ment'in an advisory capacity at the instance of Harry Dextg^C^itfe, 
who was his superior in that agency. p 7 \ 

1 . ; /.„ NATHAN WITT 1 / 

When Nathan Witt appeared before the Committee on Un-American 
Activities- 'on August 20, 1948, he refused to testify as to his dealings 
with those listed as members of the underground group of the Com- 
.munist Party,* as outside the scope of the committee under the first 
and third amendment to - the Constitution, on the ground that the 
committee is illegally constituted, and on tne ground that the inquiry 
violates the sixth amendment to the Constitution. He was given j 
another opportunity to testify on September 1,- 1950. He then re- 
iterated ms previous stand. He first entered Government employ-. 
ment in 1933 when he was attached to the« Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration of the Department of Agriculture, having been recom- 
mended by Lee Pressman, and ultimately advancing to the post of 
assistant general counsel. He was closely associated with AlgSfefis, 
John Abt, Lee Pressman, and Charles Kramer; */k 

Lr the course of this hearing, Nathan.Witt was confronted with a 
letter dated October 16, 1940, which he (Witt), as secretary of th& 
National Labor Relations Board, sent' to the chairman of a? special 
Committee of the House of Representatives to investigate the National 
Labpr Relations Board. In this letter, Mr. Witt wrote: "I am not 
now, nor have, I ever been, a member of the Communist Party, a 
'Communist sympathizer' or one who 'hews to the Communist Party 
line.' Despite the fact that this was an official communication, * 
Mr. Witt at this hearing refused, on the ground of self-incrimination, 
to state that he had sent the letter or that the statements contained 
therein were true or false. - ; . * 

CHARLES KRAMER 

On the same v day Charles Kramer, who had testified previously on, 
August 12,, 1948, was-jjiven the opportunity to appear. He had 
refused to answer questions as to his Communist affiliations or activ- 
ities on the ground of self-incrimination, and took the same position 
on his second appearance; Under .questioning he admitted i.equaint- 
ance ship/ with DaTadgWahl, MasiLpwenthal, jMnssf Ro^N^wman, 
^__HerbefuSchimmel, Harry Dexter s Whiter J^artoDL^opper, Monroe 
' T^Jto^a^ Williainand EdwinggEamgKantz, Lee Pressmanp 



* REPORT OF THE COMMITTER ON U^AMERIOAN' ACTIVITIES 13 

and John Abt. " He declined to affirm or deny such knowledge in all 
other cases. He insisted that a man can be a Communist and a loyal 
American at the same time. / 

JOH15P-^ffS^ 

John J. Abt had testified previously on August 20, 1948, refusing to, 
answer questions regarding Communist activities or affiliations on the 
same ground maintained by Nathan Witt. He appeared before the 
committee on September 1, 1950, and assumed the same position. 
The only persons he a dmitted, dealings with were Lee Pressman, 
Charfe-SJBlato, and SimTi'mGerson, refusing to answer as to all others 
on the ground of self-incrimmation. 

^^^ BS&E.QS^ OF THE CoMMUNIS T^^ 

From February 21 to March 25, and again at intervals from June 
to October, 1950, the committee conducted hearings dealing with the 
activities of the Communist Party in the important industrial area 
of western Peimsylvania^JTlfe committee was fortunate in securing 
the cooperation of Mat&ewTCVejiic, who had been working as an 
undercover agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation within the 
Communist Party from 1943 to 1950. From the role of an ordinary 
party member, Cvetic, through his skill and intelligence, raised him- 
self to membership on the district committee of the Communist Party 
and to membersjiip on its, nationality commission dealing with foreign- 
language minority groups. - 

Mr. Cvetic first of all placed the spotlight upon an extensive list of 
Communist Party members and officials who, because of the con : 
spiratorial nature of the organization, would not otherwise have been 
known. A number of those named had penetrated, or : had become 
employed by. key industrial plants in the Pittsburgh area. 

In view of the large proportion of foreign-born in western Penn- 
sylvania, particularly in the basic industries, Mr. Cvetic's exposure 
of the operations of the party among these groups is vitaEyimportant. 
According to this witness, the party supervises this, activity through 
local and national commissions for each language grdug such, as 
Croatian, Slovene, Slovak, Polish, Russian, Ukrainian, Italian,, 
Greek, Jewish, and Serbian. Mr. Cvetic was secretary of the Slovene 
Commission of the party and a member of the executive board of the 
American Slav Congress. He declared that the function of the national 
commission and Its subdivisions was "to plan and direct the work 
of the Communist Party members in the front organizations, the 
language press, fraternal organizations, trade unions, and other mass 
organizations" which might include foreign-language groups, partic- 
ularly such organizations as the American Slav Congress, the Croatian 
Fraternal Union, the United Committee of South Slavic Americans, 
the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief, the American Associa- 
tion for Reconstruction in Yugoslavia, the International Workers 
Order, the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, the 
Serb Vidovdan Council, the National Council of Americans of 
Croatian Descent, and the Federation of American Croatian Women. 

Mr. Cvetic outlined the functions of the political commission of the 
Communist Party, which included being "responsible for carrying 
the Communist Party line into the Progressive Party." 

H. Kept. 3249, 81- 



• 
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wa^thf CiSi m ^fi a tf ^ 6 Ckmm ^^ fronts in western Pennsylvania 
Mr OvPtS w»?^ tS ^ 0ngres3 i T ho ^ e main oojective, according to 
Mr. Uvetic, was "the defense of the Communist Party leadership:" 

Activities in the Cincinnati Area 



-43^5^^, 3 ? a J v ^-M;^on/ Frank^lsl^lEadee 
^WSF, Marine Elam^eiabkcher, and Esther* M^TIcer ^ S25g - 6 
~Mr. Edmiston testifi^a that he had been a? unSover' member of 
the Communist Party in the State of Ohio. He hS been^Sed 
through such front organizations as the Wbrkere Affiant Ta^vZ 
Emergency Peace Mobilization. In the course of hk SLZt hi 
described , some of the methods by which the cZmS Parfe 
secured signers for its election petitions. The heSTfor ffl 
Browder, candidate for president, and James Eord fffipSLSf 

actuX of rt™ e ?-? n a W?,*" 1 ' 80 that the si &™ s aw not what w2 
actuaay on the petition, but the superimposed strip of paner Sevm 

s^^rSy^a^^^ as The s ™ 

fh« ™£ Ju ut acfcuaU y wa .s intended to "break dowS the morale of 

Co^^ftiK 013 5*°^ yi» «^ acted as „ m dercoT«r 

ooi™«?S hS 8 ?^ mmip^'ions of the Communists in the 

+T, JFt 6 l 8 ?^ 8 ? yas Victor Decavitch, former district nresident of 
SSSfW 0 ' and Machine WortaSrfSSSfSsd^ 

He estSel SSSSS^l^^ 
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It would seem that serious friction often arose within the union as 
to the authority of the Communist Party as against that of union 
officials. 

Marjorie Elaine Steinbacher, a former member of the Communist 
Party, had been employed in a secretarial capacity with the National 
Maritime Union and the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine 
Workers of America. She identified the many Communist Party 
members with whom she had met, both in local 766 and in the neigh- 
borhood group to which she was attached. Robert Gunkel, Com- 
munist organizer, would come into the UE office from time to time, 
according to Miss Steinbacher, and "read all the leaflets, papers, and 
articles that were written" and edit them. . He would write articles 
for the union paper and have "one of the field representatives sign 
his name." 

Frank Hashmall, executive secretary of the Communist Party of 
Franklin County, Ohio, refused on grounds of seK-incrimination to 
answer all pertinent questions regarding the activity of his organiza- 
tion and the identity of those connected with it. The same procedure 
was followed by Talmadge Raley/ representative of Local 766 of the 
United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers of America. 

Esther M. Tice, identified as 'a Communist and secretary-treasurer 
of the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine- Workers, # lopal 766* 
refused to answer questions as to her activity and affiliations, on 
grounds of seK-incrimination. 1 * . 

One witness, David H. Levison, who at first refused to answer ques- 
tions on similar grounds, ultimately changed his plans and decided to 
testify on August 8, 1950/ He had joined the party in 1935 after 
having been active, in one of its fronts,- the Pen and Hammer Club, 
which paraded as "an anti-Fascist club for intellectuals:" He added 
valuably to the list of Communist Party members operating in this 
area. 

According to this witness;, considerable reliance* was placed upon the 
circulation of the Daily Worker for party building. It was ''the 
means by which we by and large* received the party line," he saidi 
"The editorials of the Daily Worker were the bible,, as it were, of local 
organizations of the party." * ~ ' 



OtfMMUNiST Party* of Hawaii/ 



Public hearings held in Honolulu, T. H., from April 10 to 20,1950, 
revealed that the Communist Party of Hawaii is a subdivision of 
district 13 of the Communist Party of the* United States, with the 
Aced chairman as Chartes^life/jimoto, but actually headed by 
5f831, the regional director olH&e ILWU. , The importance of 



anno 
Jaek„_ 

Hawaii to our national security made this investigation of paramount 
significance. , A - 

The Co mmunis t Party of the Territory of Hawaii began organiza- 
tion during the year 1938 with the influx of Communist Party members 
as organizers for the ILWU, which entered the Territory of Hawaii to 
organize for the first time the waterfront, sugar, and pineapple workers. 
Jack Hall, identified by numerous witnesses before the committee as 
a long-standing member of the Communist Party, ^became regional 
director of the International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's 
Union. Jack Hall was an appointee of Harry Bridges, the head of 
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of Hawaii a hard core of dyed in the wool Communists, who are 
devoted to the overthrow of the Governments of the United States 
and the Territory of Hawaii. It must be . remembered that the 
Communist movement spread to the Territory of Hawaii through 
organizers of the Communist Party who were born and received their 
Communist training on the mainland of the United States. The 
hard core of Communists presently in the islands, is therefore com- 
posed of mainland Communists, or Hawaiians who were trained by 
Moscow-dominated Communists on the mainland. 

In addition to their control over the basic industries, the Communist 
Party in the Territory of Hawaii had gained some measure of political 
control through its infiltration of a major political party. In line with 
this venture, the Communist Party in the Territory of Hawaii, in 
1945, embarked on a most energetic campaign in an attempt to secure 
control of the Democratic Party in the Territory of Hawaii. Testi- 
mony-presented to the committee at its hearings in Honolulu reflected 
that at Communist Party meetings in Hawaii during the year 1945, 
instructions were given to party members to become active in their 
local pretinct of the Democratic Party in an effort to gain some office 
or position within that precinct. These instructions were issued 
repeatedly to Communist Party members at Communist Party 
meetings in the Territory of Hawaii in the year 1945. t 

The next phase of this campaign was the establishment of the 
Territorial CIO Political Action Committee. The main function of 
this Political Action Committee was the endorsement of candidates 
who were to be'supported by the rank and file members of the ILWU. 
A perusal of the make-up of the Political Action Committee clearly 
shows who dictated the policies and practices of that committee. Of 
the seven officers of the CIO Political Action Committee, six were 
identified as members of the Communist Party in the Territory o£ 
Hawaii by witnesses appearing before this committee during the recent 
hearings in Honolulu.. Testimony heard at these hearings revealed 
that, in actuality, the decisions of the PAC were never released until 
the problems had been fully discussed by the Central Committee' of 
the Communist Party in the Territory of Hawaii. Communist Party 
discipline was employed most effectively in directing the activities of 
the Territorial PAC in the general election of 1946. A summary of 
the success of the Politial Action Committee activities in the. general 
election of 1946 indicates that out of 51 candidates endorsed for office 
by the PAC, 35 were elected to Territorial, city, or county offices. 

During^ this same period and subsequent thereto, members of the 
Communist Party were not lax in carrying out the instructions given 
them to infiltrate their local Democratic precincts; A careful survey 
of the list of delegates who attended the Territorial Democratic Con- 
vention held at McKinley High School on May 2, 1948, in Honolulu,' 
34 delegates were positively identified as members of - the Communist 
Party in Hawaii by witnesses appearing before the committee. 

Of the witnesses who appeared before the committee,, three^were - 
notable because of their positions in public life. Mr. Rich^xdjpage- 
ama, the first witness heard by the committee; is a"dulyi^tecl^3Sinem- 
er of the Board of Supervisors for the City and County of Honolulu, « 
T. H. He was also an elected delegate to the Hawaii State Constitu- 
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tional Convention, which was sitting in the city of Honolulu at the 
time of the committee's hearings. 

Mr. Kageyama told of his experiences within the Co mmuni st 
Party in greait detail and was most cooperative with this committee. 
Subsequent to this testimony before the committee, he resigned his 
delegate's position within the constitutional convention, stating 
that he felt that if he. remained within the convention it might 
endanger Hawaii's chances for statehood. Mr. Kageyama exhibited 
courage and determination in his testimony before this committee 
in exposing the evils of communism as he'had come to know them. 

Another witngssr who was notable because of his position in public 
life, was Mr. Fraj^Siva, business agent for ILWU, on the island of 
Kauai and also an' elected delegate to the State constitutional con- 
vention. Mr. Silva was identified by two witnesses before the com- 
mittee as a member of the Co mmu nist Party in the Territory of 
Hawaii. When he was suhpenaed to answer these charges, he 
declined to answer any questions regarding his membership in the 
Communist Party on the ground of self-incrimination. In addition, 
he refused tx> answer questions put to him by the committee relating 
to his education within the United States. Subsequent to his appear- 
ance before the committee, he refused to resign from the consti- 
tutional convention, but was expelled by a vote of the convention' 
delegates. 

a Since the conclusion of the committee's hearings in Honolulu, the 
citizens of Hawaii have taken it upon themselves to "put their house 
in order." The Democratic Party is moving to rid itself of any and. 
all Communists or Communist influence within its ranks. Within 
the Territory of Hawaii, there is in existence a legislative committee 
on un-American activities and a Territorial commission on sub- 
versive activities) both embodied with the power of subpena and 
established for the purpose of investigating and exposing any and 
all subversive activities within the Territory of Hawaii. 

In addition, the national CIO organization, on May 17 through 19, 
inclusive, conducted hearings in the city of Washington, D. C, before 
a subcommittee, of the executive board" of the CIO to hear testimony 
and evidence on the question of expelling Harry Bridges and the 
ILWU from the. national CIO organization; subsequent to these 
hearings, they were expelled. . - 

The hearings of tita Committee on Un-American Activities of the 
House of Representatives . conducted in Honolulu have served as a 
beacon light # to the people of Hawaii in apprising them of the degree 
of Communist activity which has taken place in their Territory. 1 
The committee feels that these citizens now know moie of the methods 
and practices of the Communist Party and are much better equipped 
to meet any new threat that may arise as a result of activity on the 
part of the Communist Party. 

The individual citizens 1 of the Territory of Hawaii who played a 
part in the. exposure of this evil and its direct purposes can wellbe 
proud of their contribution to the Congress of the United States. 
The people of the Territory of Hawaii owe a debt of gratitude to those 
persons who possessed the cdurage and determination to come forward 
and expose this foreign-directed conspiracy which seeks to undermine 
and ultimately overthrow our own American way of lif e. 
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Hearings Regarding Communism in the District of Columbia, 

Part 2 

On December 6, 11, 12, and 13, 1950, the committee continued its 
investigation into Communist activities in the District of Columbia. 
Of the 11 witnesses who were called to testify, six admitted former 
membership in the Communist Party and gave information regarding 
many persons whom they had known to be members of the Communist 
Party and various Communist activities in which they had partici- 
pated. The other five witnesses refused to answer questions regarding 
their allegg d Communist membership and activities. 

Henr^n^omas, president of Building Laborers' Local Union 74, an* 
affiliated the International Hodcarriers, Building and Common 
Laborers Union of America, A. F. of L., testified on December 6 and 11, 
1950, that his Communist membership began in 1937 and was termi- 
nated just prior to his signing the non-Communist 1 iSlidavit under the 
Taft-Hartley Act on April 26, 1949'. > 

During the time that he was a member of the Communist Party, 
Thomas stated that he had known of the following branches of the 
party which operated within the District of Columbia: Frederick 
Douglas Branch, White Collar* Club, a super super secret branch com- 
posed of Government employees, the actual name of which he was 
unaware, branches at Howard University and at one other university 
in Washington, a branch set up in Central High School, the Petworth, 
Stanton Park, Southeast,^ West End, Thomas Jefferson, Northwest 
branches, and the Tom Paine branch of the Young Communist League. 
These were all controlled by the city committee and above that by the 
State committee (Maryland-District of Columbia). 

More than 30 persons were identified by Henry Thomas as having 
been known to him as members of the Communist Party in, the 
District of Columbia among whom are the following^ 

JamesJBranca * Claf^nce (alias Casey) Jtfari/6''D P ay * 

TapseBO&tttler ^ ^^&witz * ElizabegrSearle 

Ernesi^Ghambera 2 ISfornjSHSiQmoiid 2 Benn™3ecundy 

Marlfoe^Chancey M*kafinon / Mary^^lmip 

Lero^^jgoad Willifegx^^ohnson Shirley^fejjlo^ 



CalyiffiCpusin GeorgSffife^ers William 'C**£a#lor 

EddieXFelder RobefCTaul 1 Gladys ,G. R..&Chomas 

PhiHp\£rankfeld RajWinkson Albert-^defwood 

McKihlevtfGray 2 Moreiica^iptnick Thomas^TaUer " 

WiUian^Qray 2 ' Thomas GrfBSmpler 2 Roft^eod i 

Thomas described a Communist school located at One Hundred 
and Twenty-eighth Street, off Seventh Avenue in New York City, 
where he had been sent at the expense of the Co mmu nist Party to 
take spepial courses in Marxism-Leninism-Stalinism. He said that 
he had been selected because he was thought to be — 

a good prospect for someday becoming a professional revolutionary. * ** * 
You become a professional revolutionary and sever all ties with family, church, 
all institutions that would in any way tie you down, and prevent you from going 
from one place to another at any time. * * * You were at the command of 
the Commun ist Party. That is all you worked for. That is what you lived for, 

i When Questioned regarding Communist Party membership, refused to testify on the ground of possible 
self-incrimination. 
* Admitted former Communist Party membership. 
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Among the things that Thomas had been -taught in these Commun- 
ist classes were the plans of the party for establishing a Negro Soviet 
in the so-called Black Belt of the United States, the area stretching 
from Maryland to Texas. Also taught was the importance of the 
tactical line of the Communist Party working within the A. F. of L. 
and the C. I. 0. n l - , 

On December 12, 1950, Thomas G. Sampler, secretary-treasurer of 
the Building Laborers' Local 74, testified, that he had been recruited 
into the Communist Party of the District of Columbia in May 1947 
by Henry Thomas, and had become affiliated with the Frederick 
Douglas Club of the party. According to Sampler's testimony the 
objective of the Douglas Club of the Communist Party had been to 
see that Henry Thomas controlled, the union (local 74)." Orders 
came down from the Trade "Onion Commission of the Communist 
Party designating those who should run for office in the local union. 

Communist activities which Sampler said he had participated in 
in the District of Columbia included: Citizens Committee for Paul 
Robeson, Citizens Committee for the Negro Committee Rally, Civil 
Rights Congress j Progressive Party, and classes in Communist teach- 
ings held at 4402 Georgia Avenue NW. In these classes he said that 
the plans of the Communist Party for establishing a Negro Soviet m 
the area knownj as the Black Belt were discussed. He was also 
taught Marxist theory. At State board meetings of the Cominunist 
Party which werfc held in Baltimore, he saw Alre^tapleton, Professor 
Blumhgrg of Johns Hopkins University, and his wife, Dorothy 
Blumbef g. , . , 

^TEomas Sampler resigned from Communist Party membership by 
letter addressed to Roy Wood, secretary of the party m the District 
of Columbia, in April 1949', before signing the non-Communist affi- 
davit under the Taft-Haftley Act. Before resigning, he stated that 
he had realized that the Communist ideology was not what it had 
appeared to be and that he had wished to.withdraw his membership. 

The following persons were named by Thomas Sampler as having 
been kown by him to have been members of the Communist Party: 

Leiffpeton ' Mrs. SftrtTEElf Satij^Peake 

Jamek Branca i Toin^Sttrney Ray ^son / 

TQ^&rrchanan William Johnson AlicrrSl^pleton 1 ^ 

• iSSest Chambers ' Gheste^urrier * Shirley Taylor 

Gertrud^vans * Lois^mar . Willjam^Taylor 

PrdaS^rankfeld Norlnie^utman Gladjss^iomas- 

McKinley Gray 2 ^ Nprris^ammond a Hematomas 
William Gray * Robert Paul Thornas WaUer 

Clarence (Casey) Gurewitz 1 Charles "To«Eayne Roy Wood 1 

The testimony of William Gray , business agent, Building.. Laborers, 
Local 74, taken by the committee, oil December. 12, 1950; revealed 
that he had joined* the Communist Party in 1945 and had been 
assigned to the Douglas Club. His membership in the Communist 
Party was terminated in late 1948 or early 1949 because he had become 
dissatisfied with the party. Among the persons who were named by 

i When questioned* regarding Communist Party membership,, refused to testify on ground of possible 
self-incrimination. 
* Admitted former Communist Party membership. 
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William Gray as having been known to him as members of the Com- 
munist Party are the following: 

James Branca i Ray Pinkson Gladys Thomas 

Ernest Chambers a Thomas G. Sampler 3 HenrvThomas * 

J^roy Coad Elizabeth Searle Ai^nSenvood 

McKinley Gray 2 Mary Stalcup Tffibmas Waller 

Noms Hammond 2 William C. Taylor Roy Wood 1 

William S. Johnson 

Also testifying before the committee on December 12, 1950, N orris 
Hammond, sergeant at arms of Building Laborers' Local 74, testified 
that he had been recruited into the Communist Party in the District 
of Columbia by Henry Thomas and had been assigned to the Douglas 
Club. He stated that he had resigned from the Communist Party 
before signing the non-Communist affidavit under the Taft-Hartley 
Act. Other than the persons who had been named previously in the 
course of this hearing as -having been known by him to have been 
affiliated with the Communist Party, Hammond included the name 
of Mose Mannigan. 

In his .testimony before the committee on December 12, I960, 
Ernest- IJ^Eambers, trustee of Local 74, Building Laborers' Union, 
descnbed'the Echo Club to which he had been invited by Henry 
Thomas as "really a clearing house for those they [Communists] 
were recruiting'' into the Communist Party. Ernest L. Chambers 
became a Communist Party member in 1943, and was assigned to the 
Douglas Club. The persons he had known as members of the party 
have previously been named in preceding paragraphs of this report. 
In union work, Chambers said that he had been taught to follow 
directions of the Communist Party rather than directions of officials 
of the union. He testified that he broke 'with the party in April 
1949, before signing the non-Communist affidavit under the Taft- 
Hartley Act. , 

McKinley Gray, an executive board member of Local 74, Building 
Laborers' Union, also testifying' on December 12; 1950, admitted 
having joined the Communist Party in 1948 or 1949, and that he had 
become disinterested and stopped attending meetings shortly there- 
after. 

The committee heard testimony of Roy Wood, who, according to' 
newspaper accounts and sworn testimony of former members of the 
Communist. Party, was elected chairman of the Communist Party 
in the District of Columbia in 1948 and also served as secretary. 
Tins witness appeared before the committee on December 12, 1950, 
and, when faced* with charges of Communist Party activities and 
membership, refused to answer questions on the ground of possible > 
self-mcrimination. As a former Government employee, he had been 
connected with the Works Progress Administration, Civilian Conserva- 
tion Corps Forestry Department of the Department of Interior, and 
the Federal Security Agency. 

Robert Paul, alleged chairman of the northeast branch, of 5 the 
Communist Party of the District of Columbia, and formerly book- 
keeper and window clerk of the Building Laborers' Union, Local 74, 
when appearing before the committee on December 12, 1950, refused 
to answer questions regarding Communist allegations and other 

8^Scrfmfflton nCd regarding 0ominunist Part y Membership, refused to testify on ground of possible 
* Admitted former Communist Party membership. 
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questions put to him by tlie committee. He did state that at one 
time he had been a waiter at Boiling Field. * / 

On December 13, 1950, Alice Mary TheresaqStSpleton, now a resi- 
dent of New York City, was a witness before *the committee. Miss 
Stapleton had been named in sworn* testimony as having been a 
member of the Communist Party in the District of Columbia. ^ When 
queried regarding her alleged Communist Party membership and 
her employment record, Miss Stapleton refused to answer allquestions 
on the ground of possible self-incrimination. During the interroga- 
tion of Miss Stapleton, she was shown a photostat of a document 
known as Foreign Official Status Notification, purportedly signed by 
her which reflected that she had been employed by the OWI as a 
CAF-4 in the code and cipher section; as English, teacher in the 
Soviet Embassy; and as typist in the Bulgarian Political Mission. 
She 4 declined to answer all questions concerning this document on the 
same ground.^^ # * 

Chester Jfaf^Karrrier, an employee at the Superior Print Shop in 
Washington,©. C, was heard by the committee on December 13, 
1950. He declined to answer questions about his alleged Communist 
activities on the ground of possible self-incrimin ation, but did testify 
that be was acquainted with Alice Stapleton, Henry Thomas, and 
Thomas G. Sampler. 

Clarence Darrow Gurewitz (alias Casey), construction worker, 
testified, before the committee on December 13, 1950. He declined 
to^ answer questions put to him regarding his Communist Party affilia- 
tions, including his alleged chairmanship of the northwest section of 
the Communist Party of the District of Columbia, on the ground of 
possible self-incrimination. He described his. former Federal employ- 
ment to have included positions with the Veterans' Administration, 
Bureau of the Census, and the Park Service under the Department of 
the Interior. 

National Lawyers. Guild 

Tha National Lawyers Guild is the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, and controlled* unions. 
Since its inception it has never failed to rally to' the legal defense^ of 
the*,;Communist Party and individual members thereof, including 
known espionage agents. . It has consistently fought against National, 
State, and local legislation aimed at curbing the Communist con- 
spiracy. It has been most articulate in its attacks upon all agencies 
of the Government seeking to expose or prosecute the subversive 
activities of the, Communist network, including National, State, and 
local investigative committees, the Department of Justice,, the FBI, 
and law-enforcement agencies generally. Through its affiliation with 
the International Association of Democratic Lawyers, an international 
Communist-front organization, the National Lawyers Guild has con- 
stituted itself an agent of a foreign principal host'de to the interests of 
the United States. It has gone far afield to oppose the foreign policies 
of the United States, in line with the current fine of the Soviet Union:. 
. These aims — the real aims of the,* National Lawyers Guild,, as 
demonstrated conclusively by its activities for the past 13 years of its 
existence — are not specified in its constitution or statement of avowed 
purpose. In order to attract non-Communists to serve as a coyer for 
its actual purpose as an appendage to the Communist Party, the 
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National Lawyers Guild poses benevolently as "a professional organi- 
zation which shall function as an effective social force in the service of 
the people to the end that human rights shall be regarded as more 
sacred than property rights." In the entire history of the guild there 
is no record of its ever having condemned such instances of the 
violation of human rights as found in Soviet slave labor camps and in 
the series of Moscow trials, which shocked the civilized world. 

The National Lawyers Guild was formally organized at a convention 
held in the Washington Hotel in Washington, D. 0., on February 
19-22, 1937. National headquarters were established in the Nation's 
Capital, where they remain today. 0 it 

Communists publicly hailed the founding of the National Lawyers 
Guild. New Masses, a weekly publication of the Communist Paxty, 
featured an article entitled "Defense for the Counsel— The Need fcfr 
the National Lawyers Guild" in its issue of June 14, 1938 (pp. 19-21}. 
This article, written by Charles Recht, an attorney for the Soviet 
Government and a member of the guild, observed that — 

With the growth of the American Labor Party in New York, and kindred 
progressive movements throughout the United States, the lawyers, who in many 
of the smaller communities are the nerve centers, of political activities, will be an 
invaluable aid in galvanizing the latent liberal elements of the country into a 
political force. The National Lawyers Guild can and will form one of the most 
important adjuncts to a progressive movement representing the interests of tne 
workers and farmers. 

/ The International Labor Defense, which was cited by former 
Attorney General Francis Biddle as "the legal arm of the Communist 
Party" also enthusiastically welcomed the new front, the National 
Lawyers Guild. The ILD stated in its 1936-37 yearbook that— 

The emergence of the National Lawyers Guild is regarded by the International 
Labor Defense as a heartening expression of the devotion of thousands of American 
attorneys to the American principle of democracy, and a concrete step on their 
part in the struggle to maintain and enlarge democratic rights (p. 64). 

"'""TBarl^n^der, testifying before the House Committee on Un- 
American -Activities on September 6, 1939, in his capacity as general 
secretary of the Communist Party, admitted that the National Law- 
yers Guild was a Commiinist' transmission belt. ■ . 

This has been corroborated by Louis-5¥©«denz, former, member of 
the National Committee of the Communist? Party and one-time manag 7 
ing editor of its official newspaper, the Daily Worker. Testifying 
before the House Committee on Un-American. Activities on April 3 r 
1946, Mr. Budenz described the National Lawyers Guild as a working 
ally of the Communist Party and stated that members of the guild 
would be under the influence of the party while "officers would be 
Communists or fellow travelers." Testifying again before the. com- 
mittee on July 20, 1948, Mr. Budenz said: 

. In the National Lawyers Guild there is a complete duplicate of the Communist 
Party's hopes and aspirations in that field, although there are a number of non- 
Communists in the National Lawyers Guild. In fact, some of their lawyers 
locally are not Communists, but they play the Communist game either wittingly 
or unwittingly. 

The National Lawyers Guild, as an organization, has intervened 
in the major court cases which" have involved individual Communist 
leaders or officials of Communist-front organizations or unions. In 
every instance, the guild has interceded on the Communist side. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON UJS^AMERIOAOtf ACTIVITIES 25 

r The guild submitted a brief amicus curiae in the case of Eobert 
Wood, an Oklahoma Communist official who was convicted of criminal 
syndicalism in that State in 1940. When, in the same year, avowed 
Communist Ben Gold and other leaders of the Communist-controlled 
Fur and Leather Workers Union were convicted in court of using ter- 
rorism^ the labor field, the National Lawyers Guild again appeared 
as a friend of the court in behalf of the defendants. 

A resolution opposing deportation proceedings against Communist 
Harry Bridges was adopted by the fifth convention of the National 
Lawyers Guild in 1941. The guild also submitted a brief amicus 
curiae in the case. 

In recent years, the National Lawyers Guild has intervened as 
amicus curme^n behalf of the following leading Communists: 
X Geehak^jEisler, Qo mmunist interna tional agent convicted in 
United £>tates courts of passport Iraud^aM^Tontempt of Congress; 

LEOi^ptfsEPHSON, C ommunist attorney exposed as an official pro- 
curer of false passports for CommuniVt agents such as Gerhart Eisler; 
Josephson ^unconvicted of contempt of Congress; ^ 
^ Carl Ald?T^Marzani, convicted of concealing Commumst^affilia- 
tions^while employed by the United States Government; ' ~* * J " 

John Howinn^AwsoN and DALTGig^feaMBO, Coiimru^t^screen 
writers from Hollywood convicted of ccfntempt of Congress; 

EttgeT^ts-i^Qlennis^ secretary^oi^the-Communist. Party,, JJ. S. A., 
convicted of contempt of Congress. 

The N.gjtto^Lawyers Guild also intervened in behalf of — 
m Richard^RTrford, who as head of the subversive National, Coun- 
cE^of-^Am'ericaiir-Soviet^ friendship was convicted of contempt of 
Congress \4r 

Georgi^Marshall, head of the now-defunct Co mm unist front, 
the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, also convicted 
of contempToyCoE^essJ""' 

Edward K^^KTrsky and other officers pf the subversive >Toj-n f, ..Atv M- 
Fascist.RefugeWCommittee,.convicted of contempt of Congress;, 

Eleven top officials of the Communist Party, U. S. A., convicted of 
conspiracy to advocate the overthrow of the United States Govern- 
ment by f orce> and violence. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities on September 17, 1950, 
issued a report on the National Lawyers Guild, exposing that organi- 
zation as a Communist front and recommending that the Attorney 
General of the United States place this organization on his list of 
Communist fronts. . 

ionaii Committee To Defeat the Mtjndt Bill 

The National Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill, since its 
inception, has served as a registered lobbying organization which has 
carried out the objectives of the Communist Party in its fight against 
antisubversive legislation. 

During the progress of 'the investigation relating^to the National 
Lawyers Guild, it was brought to the attention of the committee 
that there existed between this Communist-front organization and 
the National Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill *a close organi- 
zational and financial relationship. 
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The NatioBal Committee To D^featvtlie Mundt Bill first came into 
being in June of 1948 when Jerr^aHto'Connell registered with the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist for this organiza- 
tion. At that time O'Connell stated that he was on loan to the newly 
formed National Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill from the 
Progressive Party of the State of Washington and that ha was to 
receive from the Progressive Party a salary; of $125 per week. Travel- 
ing expenses were to be borne by the National Committee To Defeat 
the Mundt Bill. , >jr , „_ , . . 

The National Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill, during the 
course of its campaigns, has engaged in an active working relationship 
with the Communist Party. Furthermore, the program of the 
National Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill, just as in the case of 
its recent benefactor, the National Lawyers Guild, dkectly w&Ms 
the program of the Communist Party against any legislation which 
might tend to curb the influence of communism in America. These 
relationships are clear upon the examination of an official document 
of the Co mmuni st Party of the United States, which was made avail- 
able to the Committee on Un-American Activities as a result of a 
subpena served on Matthew Cvetic, former under-cover agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and was entered into the official 
record at an executive hearing held on October 13, 1950, as Cvetic 
exhibit No. 96. 1 This document was originally obtained, along with 
many other documents, by virtue of a search and seizure warrant 
issued in Pittsburgh, Pa. These documents were- taken from the 
headquarters of the. Communist Party in Pittsburgh, Pa;, located 
on the fourth floor of the Bakewell Building. This office serves as 
headquarters for the Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania and 
the Ohio Valley and is headed by the well-known Communist organi- 
zer, Steve Nelson. / . 

The official Communist Party designation of this document is "Dis- 
cussion Outline for the Fight Against the Mundt-Nixon Bill," issued 
by the national educational department, Communist, Party. The 
document itself is not dated, but within the text of the document 
there is a reference to. an editorial which appeared in the Daily Worker 
on March 7, 1950. It is apparent, therefore, thatr this document was 
compiled by the Communist Party subsequent to this date. The 
document instructs Communist organizers and club leaders how to 
propagandize most effectively against -the Mundt-Nixon bill.- In 
connection with these instructions, Communist Party leaders are 
directed to contact the National Committee To Defeat the Mundt 
Bill as a source for material and assistance. Specifically, they are 
directed to, contact the; National Committee To Defeat, the Mundt 
Bill "for material for mass distribution, speakers, etc." The National 
Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill is listed, in company with the 
Daily Worker- and the public affairs committee of the Communist 
Paxty, as a source of material and assistance in their campaign against 
anti-Communist legislation. . . „ 

-Jen^to^Coimell, in performing his duties as a registered lobbyist of 
the National Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill, solicited the help 
of the Communist Party, This is substantiated by the fact that on- 
September 13, 1950, Jerry O'Connell sent to Henry Winston, 35 East 

i Cvetic exhibit No. 96 is printed in its entirety in an official committee publication entitled "Expose of 
the Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania, Part 3." 
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Twelfth Street, New York City, a telegram from which the following 
is'quotea: 

Also urgently request you wire and secure every possible message from your 
organization to President Truman to veto this bill after full 10 days' study, and 
to Senatdraan^LC^ngressmen to sustain veto. 

Heilry^inston is a megab^ofjihe.national committee of the Com- 
muma fr,T?ar,ty, and is its organizational secretary. He was Yeceritly 
convicted, in company with 10 other national leaders of the Com- 
munist Party in New York City, for conspiracy to advocate the over- 
throw of the United States Government by force and violence. The 
address to which the telegram was sent, 35 East Twelfth Street, 
New York City, is the official address of the national headquarters, 
Communist Par£yfU. S. A. 

^fCoMMimisT "Peace Petition", Campaign ^ ^ 



The current "peace petition" campaign of the Communist Party as 
a direct outgrowth of the Stockholm "peace petition" adopted in 
March 1950 by the so-called World Peace Congress, as announced in 
the March 24, 1950, issue of For a Lasting Peace, for a People's Democ- 
racy, official organ of the Information Bureau of the Communist and 
Workers Parties (Cominform).' In conformity with the directive con- 
tained in the issue of For a Lasting Peace, for a People's Democracy, 
the Communist Party, USA, formulated its own "peace plan," as re- 
ported in the June 11, 1950, issue of the Worker, official organ of the 
Communist Party, USA. This " peace plan" of the Communist Party 
called for a "Nation-wide drive for millions of signatures," and notified 
every Communist that he "has the duty to rise to this appeal." On 
June 20, 1950, the "peace petition'' received the official stamp of ap- 
proval from the Supreme Soviet of the U. S. S. R. 

The petition being generally circulated in the United States is under 
the sponsorship of the peace information center, headed by Elizabeth 
Moos, the mother-in-law of William Walter Remington, now on trial 
for perjury relating to his Communist Party membership. In addi- 
tion to these petitions, other petitions identical to the Stockholm 
"peace pledge" arebeing circularized by the Labor League for Peace> 
the Maryland Committee for Peace, and other State bodies. The 
committee has advised' the American people not to affix their signa- 
tures thoughtlessly to this appeal, being aware of the implications and 
seriousness of such acts. 

The committee has in preparation a detailed report dealing with the 
Communist world-wi'de "peace" offensive, with particular reference to 
its significance in the United States. This report will be issued soon 
after the convening of the Eighty-second Congress. 

Legislative Activity 

The need to control Communist activity in, the United States can- 
not be questioned. Confronted as we were with a problem of. such 
magnitude and importance as this, your committee drafted and 
presented to Congress legislation which it felt would check the machin- 
ations of a conspiracy inspired and directed by a foreign power, and 
involving many thousands ' of individuals, including some native- 
born Americans, without infringing upon the rights of every citizen 
guaranteed by the Constitution. 
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In Retrospect 

In 1950, the United States courts acted in a number of cases orig- 
inating before your committee during the 12-year course of its investi- 
gations. 

HARRY BRIDGES 

For instance, in its annual report of January 3, 1939, the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities urged that deportation pro- 
ceedings be "vigorously and promptly" prosecuted against Harry 
Bridges. It declared that Bridges — 

was a Communist alien, that he belonged to an organization which preaches the 
overthrow of the United States Government by force and violence; that he him- 
self advocated the overthrow of the Government by force and violence; and that 
he had likewise advocated sabotage. 
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David Whittaker Chambers. Hiss appealed his conviction to the 
United States Court of Appeals, which on December 7, 1950, handed' 
down its decision imanimdusly "upholding his conviction. Hiss is 
now free on $10,000 bail, pending further appeal. : 

HOLLYWOOD TEN 

In 1947, the committee conducted an investigation of Communist 
influence in the motion-picture industry. A (Certain individuals were 
summoned to appsgx before the committee. These individuals — 
AlvamBessie, Herb^l^^erma^^^st^lC^e, Ed^ardlpmytryk, 
Ringmardner, ^ Jr., Jobijaowar^&awsotic, AlbertjjMaltk. Samuel 



rwrgitz) Robert Adriaa^Scott, and Dalton Trumbo/who came to be 
known as the "Hollywood Ten" — were subpenaed and appeared before 
the committee, where each witness refused to affirm or deny member- 
ship in the Communist Party in response to the committee's ques- 
tions. Contempt proceedings were instituted against the 10, and 
John Howard Lawson and Dalton Trumbo were convicted of cori- 
• tempt of Congress and sentenced to 1 year in jail, together with 
$1,000 fines. ' Both appealed the verdicts. The remaining eight 
witnesses had in the meantime proposed a stipulation, which was 
agreed upon that the cases of Lawson and Trumbo would be con- 
sidered test cases, and their cases were continued for disposition pur- 
suant to this stipulation. 

The United States Court of Appeals upheld Lawson's and Trumbo's 
convictions, and on April 10, 1950, the Supreme Court refused to 
review -the decisions. Lawson and Trumbo immediately petitioned 
the Supreme Court to reconsider its refusal to review their contempt 
of Congress convictions. On May 29$ 1950, the Supreme Court 
refused to reconsider its decision. Lawson and Trumbo began serving 
their 1-year sentences on June 9, 1950. 

In the week of June 21-28, 1950, the remaining" eight witnesses, 
having- waived jury trials* went on trial in district courts before 
Judges Pine, Curraiii and Keech in three groups. On June 29., 1950, 
decisions in all three trials were rendered^ and ah eight witnesses were 
convicted of contempt of Congress. 



ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE 



The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee was cited as a Com- 
munist-front organization by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities on March 29, 1944; " On December 4, 1947, and September 
21 r 1948, the Attorney General cited the organization as subversive 
and Communist. The Joint AMi-Fascist Refugee Committee- com- 
plained against this citation to the United States District Court in 
the District of Columbia which dismissed the plea. 'The district 
court's decision was subsequently upheld by the United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals. The organization' then appealed to the 
Supreme Court, and on March 13, 1950, the Supreme Court, in a 
brief order, said it would review the appeal of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee. The case was heard on October 12, 1950, but 
no decision has been rendered as yet. 

Thech^nan of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, Dr. 
Edwaxiar^hBarsky, and 17 other leaders of the organization were 
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cited for contempt of Congress in 1946 for refusing to produce books 
and records subpenaed by-the Committee on Un-American Activities. 
They were tried and convicted of contempt of Congress in district 
court and these convictions were upheld in appellate court in all but 
two cases. The United States Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia reversed the convictions of Miss Helen It^Bryan,. execu- 
tive secretary of the^ JAFRC,_and Mrs. Ernestina^f^STeischman, 
'executive the ground that a quorum of the 

committee was not present at all times during the committee hearings. 
The Government petitioned the Supreme Court for a rehearing, and 
on May 8, 1950, the Supreme Court upheld the contempt of Congress 
citations against Miss Bryan and Mrs. Fleischman, reversing the 
• court of appeals. The court held that the quorum question made 
no difference because the offense was failure to produce records and 
that offense could have occurred by other means than personal' 
appearance. The Court also held that it could not "condone" a 
"patent evasion" of the duty of a person who has been summoned 
before a congressional committee "a subpena is a sterile document if 
its orders may be flouted with impunity." Miss Bryan and Mrs. 
Fleischman were sentenced to 3 months in jail and fined $500. 

On May 29, 1950, the Supreme Court refused to review the convic- 
tions for contempt of Congress of 11 other members of the Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee and on June 7, 1950, they went to jail. 
Chairman Edward K. Barsky was sentenced to 6 months and fined 
$500. The others, all members of the executive boa^di who were 
sentenced to 3 monflis and $500 fines each, were^owardpT&st, Jacob 
^^Auslander, LymanyJ^tgfadley, Mrs. Marjorie^Siodorov, Hanvy^M. 
^Justiz, Mrs. Ru^ftieider, Jamesi&Ustig, Louis^Miller, Mrs. C harlotte 
"~^plnr> and Manuel^iagana. * \ 

"Oh October 23, 1950, the Supreme Court refused to review further 
legal steps taken against Miss Bryan and Mrs. Fleischman. After 
their convictions were affirmed by the Supreme Court "the case was 
returned to the lower courts to ascertain whether certain challenges 
by Mrs. Fleischman and'.Miss Bryan had been completely answered. 
The trial court found that all the questions had been settled by rulings 
on other cases, and the circuit court agreed" (New York Times, 
October 24, 1950, p. 1). 

GEORGE MARSHALL 

On April 10, 1950/ the Supreme Court refused to consider the case of 
George Marshall, who as chairman of the Communist-front National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties (now merged with the Civil 
Rights Congress, which is also a Communist front) refused to produce 
records, etc., in response to a subpena issued by your committee, and 
was therefore cited for contempt of Congress by the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Marshall was indicted by a Federal grand jury, tried, 
convicted, and sentenced to 3 months in jail and a fine of $500. His 
conviction was upheld by the United States Circuit Court of Appeals. 
After the Supreme Court refused to consider the case, Marshall began 
serving.his sentence on June 1, 1950. 
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sourca mattrjal than in previous years. Throughout^ * 
average oi eigU liaison agents have been assigned to woi^ar 
reference section i« r the entire! day. Visits of other agentlFJ*] 
ranged from short pei^ds to a fiill day. 

Every effort has been, -caade to facilitate the work of accredited ~ 
agents who make their qwa checks of the consolidated card-record 
files and committee publica^. staff members have been available 
at all times to furnish reference^naterial requested and answer the 
numerous inquiries which arise in th^ourse of such ^ e ^ SB% 

During the year 1950 reference collects 0 f 'the committee we 
consulted by representatives of various in\v^i gat i ve units of ^ 
following agencies: ^ 

Bureau* of the Census 
Central Intelligence Agency- 
Department of Agriculture 

Department of the Air Force \ 
Department of the Army 

Department of Commerce **x 
Department of the Interior' 
Department of Justice 
Department of Labor 
Department* of the Navy- 
Department of State 
Department of the Treasury 
Displaced Persons Commission 
Economic Cooperation Administration 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
General Services Administration 
Metropolitan Police Department 
National Security and Resources Board 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
United States Civil Service Commission 
United States Coast Guard 
United States Secret Service 

During 1950, staff members answered some 2,600 requests made by 
Members, of Congress for information concerning 5,167 individuals 
and 1,917 organizations. Requests made by Members of Congress 
during l950 for information concerning individuals were double those 
made in 1949, when 2,473 reports on individuals were compiled. 
Three times as many request^ for information concerning organizations 
were made by Members of Congress in 1950 as in' 1949, when 597 
reports were made on the activities of various groups. 

Reports prepared for Members of Congress included all information 
found in public records, files, and publications of the committee con- 
cerning individuals or organizations. The length of such reports 
ranged from 1 to 80 typewritten pages. These compilations require 
constant research by^ staff members and grow in length as more 
material becomes available each year. 

Staff members have endeavored to meet all of the increasing de- 
mands made upon reference facilities throughout the year desp'V* 
handicaps imposed by limitations of both storage and working sjr©. 
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PURPOSE 

, T6 advize you of recent developments concerning 
Contempt of Congress trials of thirty^nine defendants resulting 
from HCUA hearings in. Hawaii in April 1950. 



DETAILS 



The Contempt of Congress trials on the first five 
defendants began on January 15, 1951m The United States * 
Attorney, Mr. Bay J** O'Brien, submitted his resignation on 
or about the first of u January 195$ and the handling of these 
trials for the Government was given to Mr. Howard Hoddick,* 
presently Acting \United States Attorney. Mr* Hoddick advised 
the Honolulu Office that it was necessary to bolster the evidence 
to be submitted by the Government in the contempt trials and he , 
recalled that there had been some comment or rumor during the 
past year that some* of the defendants, who had refused to testify 
before the HCUA, openly expressed their Communist views to friends 
and newspapermen in the corridors after the Committee hearings . 
Mr* Hoddick felt this was evidence of contemptible action. He 
had discussed this matter with Mr. O'Brien who apparently lacked 
the interest to follow it through. Therefore, in view of the 
impending trial and the brief time elapsing until the trial, the 
Bureau was requested to step into the picture and conduct inves- 
tigation along this line. After Departmental authority was 
obtained, the* Honolulu Office was able to produce several 
witnesses who were subpoenaed at the beginning of the trial. 
Their testimony is not known at this date. ^ 
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Territory of Hawaii. 



Judge Metsger 1 s oral rulings in the first three 
Contempt cases applied the Supreme Court's decision in the 
Patricia Blau case to these cases. He stated the Constitution's 
guarantees of immunity from prosecution for refusal to testify 
before a Federal Grand Jury on the* grounds of self-incrimina- 
tion also apply to proceedings before a House Committee or any 
other inquisitive body whose records of questions and answers 
are maintained and can be taken before a Grand Jury by the 
Government at any time. 

Photostatic copies of the oral rulings in the Abe 
and Tokunaga cases and a typewritten copy of the ruling in the 
Akana case* have been received and are attached hereto for your 
information. 

Jtesults 

One possible perjury violation has arisen out of the 
testimony before the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
which took place in April of 1950. The Honolulu Office has 
submitted a report in the case of n Thomas Takeo Tagawa, Pjerjury" J 
in which a review of the testimony .before the HCUA reflects that 
Tagawa, who was recently a Representative in the Territorial * 
House of Representatives j was identified by an informant as 
having attended several Communist Party meetings in 1947.. Tagawa 
was subpoenaed during the hearing and denied under oath that he 
had attended any Communist Party meetings . The Department Jm .s 
b een requested ffi jys.qdvise whether a pe rjury^ i nvesti gqtion^ is 
desired in thi s instance'^ 

^.The two top leaders, .of the Cjmmunist Party in Hawaii, 
Charles K^^jimoto and Dwight JamepjUTreeman, were listed in a 
group of seventy Communist Party leaders which was submitted to 
the Department by the Bureau for consideration as to possible 
prosecution following the conviction of the eleven National 
Board members of the Communist Party. 

The Department instructed the Bureau to contact the 
United States Attorney, Ray J. O'Brien, in Honolulu and to furnish 
him with pertinent reports in the Freeman and Fujimoto cases. 
When Mr. Hoddick assumed the office of United States Attorney 
following the resignation of Mr. O'Brien, he discovered that two 
letters had been written by Mr. O'Brien in which he advised the 
Department that he thought prosecution could be entertained under s 
the Smith Act in these two cases. These letters had' never been 



immediate 
is- 



sent by Mr. O'B&k&n. Mr. Hoddick advised • was taking 
steps to forwa^Hfrhese letters to the Depaf^bent. This 
mentioned as a farther indication of a change in the attitude 
toward security matters on the part of the 
office in Honolulu. 
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Tagawa perjury case will be followed closely at 



There is attached hereto for your approval a memorandum 
to Mr. Mclnerney of the Department which furnishes him with copies 
of the transcripts of Judge Metsger f s 7 T,wHn ^ 
trials. 
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US THE UNI2ED STATES BISECT COURT FOR" MS 
3EBEITOEY .OP HAWAII 



OTITED S£83?ES OF AMERICA^ 

Plaintiff^ 

TS* 

Defendant 



_ f CRIMINAL ffG* 10*336 
; >4?and other consolidated 
cases* 



ORAL OFIFWft 
HOffo DEIBBK? E. ISE!E2GER 5 Judge* 

At the conclusion of the hearing the Court announced that 
i~t would ezrter a Judgment of iS&guittal a.s to -fee remaining 34 defendants 
5 of the 39 defendants having "been acquitted in foxHe;r proceedings* 

3>sf endan-fcs * counsel haiTing made a-, lengthy, statement and r ead 
v a; nus&er of editorials from the Honolulu Advertiser md the Star- 
Bulletin published after ihe Congressional Un-isiszican Coimnitte$!;s 
hearing at which the defendants refused to answer questions upon the 



grounds of self^iricriainatim, and counsel having asked ihe. Court 
to instruct the United States Attorney to bring these publications 
before the Grand Jury as contempt of court cases, the Judge remarked; 

n I donH advise ihe United States Attorney as to his duties* 
Uovr^ so far* as you ha^re made it known to ma here, these matters all 
occurred before these _ cases were before this Court* If counsel^ or 
anyone else concerned^ feel that they hare been libeled or damaged 
in their profession by these articles or editorials,, they would have 
their recourse** 1 don f t feel that it is in my respect incumbent 
upon, the Court to inaugurate any proceedings of any sort to correct 
that kind of. publication unless or until it gets into court in the 
form and nature which would bring some proceeding in court* 

Biis Court has dealt /^iiii these cases just as it conceives 
the law to be in connection with them* The G ourt certainly do£sn*t 
put approval on. the ir&tter of anyone being in a position where t\ey 
find ihat it might incriminate ihem to answer whether they are V 
member of the Commuaist Party or in any way affiliated with it? I 

i * 

should hope that the defendants vh&re would not get in a position of 
that sort again* 

+ 

The Communist Earty*. or any member of it-^ have their Tights, 
in courts of law of the land* according to the understanding bt -the 
Court as to the meaning of ihe laws^ but we all know that ihe Communist 



Pariy$ no natter T?hat good features there may be in *Sie platform in 
certain, of its respects* we fcaorf that it is in very ill .standing 

" throughout the United States. It was brought into i&e country 
originally from a foreiga country^ and it was brought in for the 
purposes of ike government of the foreign country* 

Hcrar, X don*t loiowishafc the Jmsrican Qommunist Party is or 
hovrmueh it differs from the Soviet Comasniist Party* I ha^enH 
concerned Myself about that* But I do know that tb^re hasnlt been 

, any. my, to explain to i&e*jterican pu¥iic that the American, Cfomunist 
Party iff not an offshop/b and under fee direct octroi of ihe foreign 
Soviet Coiimoaist Party* Md.I know that there, are many persons, not 
to mention %& numerous publications in the United States^ that 
consider the Communist Party iniMcal to the interests of #r»ylqa 
and', the American people* So far as I am concern^ people^ r/ho choose 
to may helong to £t 5 , fcut H just merely express the hope that none of 
our, local people .are contaminated and brought into i£l will of oiixers 
in the community by association tdth the Cpmniunist Party* It has 
engendered lota of ill mil and hatred $ and the only nmj I know hosr 
that can ever be overcome is that the Communist Party ^ if it is a' 
party, or -the people t$iq express themselves as being Communists* that 
they simply go out of that business and not flaunt it amongst others^ 



- S - 



because,, so long a.s they do* it is going to continue to make lots of 
troiibleVf or many citizens^ vfatth&v< they are involved one way or the 
other in connect im with them* 1 * 

K 

The Court later extended these remarks by sayings 

^Because of the fear and hatred of the American public 
* v to;ward Communism there has grpwft a tendency and disposition to make 
laws toward its siopprsssion-amd* toward discovery of persons x&id are . 
ngnbers- of jsudi organisation or allied organisations^ that Congress 
,#nd other; legislative "bodi^? :are- adopting such .suppressive measures $ 
some of \9hich may in. time be Trerjr detrimental in general public 
interests^ as they have a tendency to lead toward a *polid0 state? of 
J.dvestigatioix and governance,, a ihing abhorent to the American people* 
tfcmm^nigtic p^oaoganda. fba the United States certainly tends, to projadte 
such laws as a ssans of immediate self-pro tec ti 6n 5 . and Meri-earw 
adherents, to Communion should take heed "as to what thfey are doing „ n 
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135 THE USTHSD STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
TERRITORY OP WKMAU 

UldTSB STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, £ 

vs. ) CRIMINAL HQ. 10,335 

YUKIO ABE, 5 

Defendant* j 

o~jt a l ' k v t> i 'n'Q - - - : 

ROn. DEHiERT E. Judge. 

I feel fully prepared at this tiae to rule on the motion* 
Today the Supreme Court of the United States banded dcwa 
three laore decisions. It is true that they all related to 
& grand jury procedure, as did the Blau case, but to ay mind 
there. la everything contained in the Blau case that la needed 
for the Court to dispose of this case, this raotion. 

It is an interesting argunjent that a proceeding before 
a caxaaittee of the House of Congress differs from a proceeding 
before a grand jury, hut in final analysis it ell comes down 
to the sajae thing* The proceeding in either case, particu- 
larly in the investigation before the House cossalttee, is a 
matter of record; the questions asked and the answers given 




are dll preserved and are a permanent record available to the 
prosecution, to the covernroent, to be taken before a grand 
jury at any tf.J»e. .And I <*tn 5 t soo any actual diff erence, 
whether the proceeding Vc*s before a grand Jury or cccsnittee 
of the House or Representatives, and any other Inquisitive 
body. And there is good authority, the best in the United 
States, the Supreme Court, fn Gounselrnan versus Hitchcock/ 
that supports that. And the Constitution stands there like 
a roek of Gibraltar . It has the saate force and. effect, to 
wj"Mlndj whether -a proeeetiiag ore. a e^sand ..Jury or, any 

other body. 

These questions that vere asked of the wttness in this 
case, the defendant in this case, vere of such a nature that 
had he answered in the afflictive he would have simply openec 
the yay, opened a chain for other questions, by the same In- 
quisitor, and ho vouid hay© been it.s such liable for prosecu- 
tion as other witnesses before the house cossnlttee have been. 

I3y judgment and ruling' is that the motion should be 
granted, and tt is rranted. That disposes of this case. A 
jud^nent of acquittal vill be entered. 
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IS THE WITED STAGES DISTRICT COURT FOB THE 
TOBXTORY CP HAWAII 



) 

) 



UHICED STATES 08? ASSSRXCA, ] 



Plaintiff, 



RALPH TOKBHACA, 



Defendant. 



: 



c&mam* so. 10,371 



HOS. BELBffiET B. KST2SEH, Judge. 

ISell* ±a view of the line of questions aet out in the 
Sates case, in the Alexander case, in tha KLau case, the 
ruling of thia Court in lovesber, 'la which the Court said, 
u ..ss th© questions appear to be directed all to one subject 
of inquiry and- the answers vere sinultnaeoita during the pro- 
ceedings, and continuous as, cts, the indictments therefor 
charge only on© alleged offense. 55err vs. Squior..." /citing 
various cases , price versus United States in the 9th Circuit 
Court, and Upahay versus United States in tJto $th Circuit, 
tvo of these cases being in the 9th Circuit, 9th Circuit 
Court cases. ) f it seeos to ise that this case Is in no mnner 
dissimilar froa the case we Just heard, the Abe ease. The 



questions vara all directed to one end, to elicit from the 
vitness as to whether he vas a member of the Communist Party, 
had heen. And the ruling of the Court is the same on the 
motion for acquittal as In the preceding case, that is, the 
motion is granted. 



